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Abstract: Based on a socio-historical approach, this article describes the process of medicalization of food habits in the
elderly, in France, from the beginning of the 20th century until the present time. Nowadays, public policies describe
undernutrition as one of the main medical problems in older populations, but at the beginning of the 20th century this
issue didn't exist in such terms. We analyze this historical turning point from a food consumption defined as charitable
act to food consumption defined as a particular care for the elderly.
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